
“If for only one” 
Luke 5:4-7 

 
How You Can Help: 
 Pray for us 
 Donate supplies 
 Volunteer at the Gifts 

of Grace Resale Store 
 Become a  Mentor 
 Become a Grace Partner 
 
 

Grace Partners: 
Wiseman Ministries, Inc. is a 
non-profit, 501c(3) organiza-
tion.  Our ministry operates 
solely on donations from 
individuals, churches, busi-
nesses and organizations. 
Please prayerfully consider  
becoming a Grace Partner.  
As a Grace Partner, you  
join with us to fulfill Matthew 
25 & Isaiah 58 by providing 
food to the hungry, clothing 
to the needy, shelter to the 
homeless, to minister to 
those in prison and to help 
liberate those controlled by 
addictions.  

Mission Statement: 
To make disciples who  
know Christ, share Christ, 
and multiply Christ in the 
lives of others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Brad C. 
for being elected as Resi-
dent Leader and for receiv-
ing a certificate for being a 
Servant Leader during the 
month of August.  
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I was born in Bismark, North 
Dakota on June 4, 1961. I was 
raised in church with 9 brothers 
and sisters on a dairy farm about 
70 miles southwest of Bismark. I 
stopped attending church as I 
got older and after High School, I 
attended Dakota Aero Tech in 
Fargo, North Dakota where I 

graduated as an airframe mechanic. While in tech 
school, I was introduced to the drug culture and got 
in trouble with the law. I worked as an equipment 
operator and learned the carpentry trade until I was 
21 and moved to Midland, Texas. I continued using 
drugs until I found myself in Dallas County Jail on a 
$5,000 cash bond. It was not until then that I realized 
that I had wasted my life. I begged God to forgive 
me, and He saved my soul. I prayed for freedom 
from that jail and for a wife. A few days later the 
judge released me, and a few weeks later I met my 
wife. We met on July 1, 1984, were engaged on July 
20th and married on August 18th. Friends and family 
told us we were crazy, but we knew that we were 
meant for each other. God had helped me clean up 
my life. We had a daughter and a son. I started a 
roofing company which moved many times over 20 
years. We were a model happy family. In 1997, I was 
coaxed to go to church on Easter Sunday and I 
heard about our Lord’s death and resurrection, as I 
had about hundreds of times before. But this time the 
preacher ended the sermon with a question, “this is 

what God has done for you, so what are you willing 
to do for God?” I came under such conviction that I 
surrendered to preach on July 4, 2000. My wife de-
veloped a brain tumor about the same time, so we 
moved from San Angelo to Henderson, TX where 
she could be treated at M.D. Anderson in Houston, 
and I attended Texas Baptist Seminary until May of 
2006.  I had worked in many churches and had been 
asked to pastor, but I thought that it would be irre-
sponsible for me to pastor a church with my wife in 
her condition. My wife passed away on December 
18, 2008 and I was devastated. I didn’t eat or sleep 
for months. I turned to pills and alcohol for relief. I 
lost our home in late 2010 and tried to start over back 
in North Dakota. My addictions followed me, and I 
found myself more miserable than ever before. I lost 
everything again by 2013 and moved back to Hen-
derson. There I heard about House of Disciples and 
joined the program. For this last year, I have lived 
addiction free and have learned to cope with depres-
sion, anger and social conflicts. At HOD, I have been 
head cook and a team leader in the wood shop. Cur-
rently, I teach a class on Romans and a class dedi-
cated to searching God’s word for answers for recov-
ering addicts. I have found a special place at HOD 
and love the brotherhood of men I work with. I hope 
that we might become the husbands, fathers and 
men that God has called us to be. I hope to continue 
working at HOD as a teacher, mentor and chaplain. I 
thank God for restoring my life and for the ministry 
that helped make it happen. To God be the glory. 

“My Story” by James Riehl, Program Resident

The kick-off for our fundraiser this 
past month was fantastic. The 
guests really enjoyed seeing all 
the amazing vintage, classic and 
race cars. Our fundraiser will 
continue through October.   
The HOD 200 fundraiser consists 
of 200 envelopes with a dollar 
amount written on each envelope 
starting at $1 and consecutively 
going up to $200. Contributors 
may choose one or more enve-
lopes with the dollar amount that 
they would like to donate. It is as 

easy as that. We have two 
ways that you can donate, 
visit us at Gifts of Grace  
Resale Store and select an 
envelope, or visit our website at 
www.houseofdisciples.com and 
click on the HOD 200 banner, 
then select the amount that you 
would like to donate. Online  
donations can be made safely 
through PayPal with a credit 
card. 
We have 170 envelopes still 
available in the Gifts of Grace 

Store. This fundraiser will help to 
raise the needed operating ex-
penses for us to continue to feed, 
clothe, shelter and disciple the 
men in the Life Recovery program 
and for us to continue to bring 
hope to those in prison. We need 
your donation to help people. 
Please donate today. 

House of Disciples 200 - Fundraiser



In August, the House of Disciples 
Band ministered at seven 
events:  Aug 1-9 – in Peru on a 
missions trip, Aug 10 - at John-
ston Prison with 260 in attend-
ance, Aug 12 - at Diboll Prison 
with 69 in attendance, Aug 13 & 
14 - at the East Texas Treatment 
Facility with 305 male offenders 
on Wednesday and 129 female 
offenders on Thursday, Aug 16 - 
at our HOD 200 fundraiser 
(pictured), and on Aug 22 in Cali-
fornia at Southwest Church in 
Indian Wells for their Celebrate 
Recovery service. 

The third week of August, our 
ministry team went to California 
to visit with a couple like-minded 
ministries. The first of the week, 
they visited with “All Nations In-
ternational”, a ministry that has 
been around for 50 years. The 
last part of the week they visited 
the Dream Center and met with 
one of our program graduates, 
John Shelton, who is now a Cel-
ebrate Recovery leader at South-
west Church in Indian Wells, CA. 
They were also invited to lead 
worship during the Celebrate 
Recovery Service.  

On Sunday August 24, the men 
of House of Disciples High 
 Island enjoyed a Bible study, 
cookout and bonfire on the 
beach. This time of much need-
ed relaxation and reflection was 
just what the guys needed.  Not 
only did they have some fun in 
the water, but they got fed phys-
ically and spiritually as well.  
Pictured are residents: Josh, 
Jonathan, Frank & Garrett.  
Continue to keep all the men at 
High Island in your prayers. 

Contact us: 
 

House of Disciples: 
www.houseofdisciples.com 
info@houseofdisciples.com 
Phone:  903-553-0952 
Facebook.com/houseofdisciples 
 

Mailing: 
House of Disciples 
P.O.  Box 1207 
Longview, TX 75606 
 

Physical Location #1: 
House of Disciples  
210 S. Green St. 
Longview, TX 75601 
 

Physical Location #2: 
House of Disciples  
2028 9th St.  
High Island, TX 77623 
 

House of Disciples Band: 
band@houseofdisciples.com 
Bookings: 903-851-9249 
 

Gifts of Grace Resale Store: 
Facebook.com/giftsofgraceresale 
Store: 903-234-2341 

During the summer, the resi-
dents of H.O.D. were blessed 
with several donations including 
a new weight bench and an all-in
-one pulley system workout cen-
ter. Pictured is resident Perry H. 
working out in the shade under a 
newly-erected canopy and sign 
that says "House of Disciples 
Fitness". The sign was made in 
the craft shop by resident Gary 
G. Thank you to all donors who 
have made it possible for resi-
dents to work out on the week-
ends and free time. For infor-
mation on items that are needed 
at House of Disciples, please 
contact the office.  

In August, we had some special 
guests for Friday Night Live. Sa-
mantha Bell and Elsie "Mimi" 
Spurlock visited with the  
residents about God's love and 
freedom from condemnation. 
Samantha spoke about her son 
who had struggled with grief and 
alcoholism and the foundation 
called “Our Borrowed Angels”. 
She has recently started to help 
families who lose a child and 
don't have life insurance. More 
information about Samantha's 
foundation can be found at www. 
ourborrowedangels.org. Contact 
us, if you would like to share 
your testimony. 

Our Volunteer highlight for the 
month of September is New Be-
ginnings Baptist Church. Several 
Sunday school groups have ded-
icated themselves to coming to 
H.O.D. once a month to prepare 
and serve meals. The time that 
is spent visiting with the resi-
dents and eating with them is 
always a special event. All the 
residents look forward to these 
meals and appreciate greatly the 
kindness and love the members 
of New Beginnings show them. If 
you would like information 
on how you can volunteer, 
please contact the office at  
903-553-0952.  

Monday, Sept 1 / Labor Day 
    HOD Offices and GOG Store - CLOSED 

Sunday, Sept 7 / 8:30 AM (The Gathering) 
    HOD Band / First Baptist Church, Longview, TX 

Monday, Sept 8 / 6:00 PM 
    HOD Band / Gregg County Fair, Longview, TX 

Saturday, Sept 20 / 4:00 PM (Clay Dyer Event) 
    HOD Band / Belcher Center, Longview, TX 

Friday, Sept 26 / $5 Fill-A-Bag Sale 
    Gifts of Grace / Longview & Denison, TX 

Saturday, Oct 18 / 6:00 PM (Appreciation Banquet) 
    The Summit Club, Longview, TX 

 
As a vital part of the life 
recovery program made 
available at House of Disci-
ples, the residents wake up 
every morning before sun-
rise and spend an hour of 
their time devoted to read-
ing their bibles and praise 
and worship. Pictured are 
residents Josh P. on the 
guitar and Caleb H. on the 
drums as they perform live 
worship songs in morning 
devotion.  

We are always looking 
for ways to bless our 
community and one 
way is through our $5 
Fill-A-Bag promotion. 
On the last Friday of 
every month, we allow 
our customers to fill 
one of our bags with 
clothing and shoes and 
pay only $5. Many 
people return every 
month for this great 
deal.  

 
Clay Dyer is a professional 
sports bass fisherman. He 
was born without any lower 
limbs, no arm on the left 
side and a partial arm on 
the right. However, these 
limitations did not dampen 
his determination and posi-
tive spirit. Clay’s motto for 
life is, “If I can, you can.” 
Clay will be speaking at the 
Belcher Center on Sept. 
20th. The event is hosted 
by Trinity Baptist Church 
and the House of Disciples 
Band will be leading wor-
ship. Tickets are $15 at the 
Belcher Center Box Office. 


