
“If for only one” 
Luke 5:4-7 

 
How You Can Help: 
 Pray for us 
 Donate supplies 
 Volunteer at the Gifts 

of Grace Resale Store 
 Teach classes 
 Become a Grace Partner 
 
 

Grace Partners: 
Wiseman Ministries, Inc. is a 
non-profit, 501c(3) organiza-
tion.  Our ministry operates 
solely on donations from 
individuals, churches, busi-
nesses and organizations. 
Please prayerfully consider  
becoming a Grace Partner.  
As a Grace Partner, you  
join with us to fulfill Matthew 
25 & Isaiah 58 by providing 
food to the hungry, clothing 
to the needy, shelter to the 
homeless, to minister to 
those in prison and to help 
liberate those controlled by 
addictions.  

Mission Statement: 
To make disciples who  
know Christ, share Christ, 
and multiply Christ in the 
lives of others. 

Congratulations to Patrick 
C. and Nate M. for receiving 
certificates for being  
Servant Leaders for the 
month of March. 
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In the fall of 2012, Wiseman 
Ministries was called on to take 
the House of Disciples Recovery 
Program to the small beach 
town of High Island, TX. The 
property sits on 5.9 acres and 
includes three structures: a  
residential house, a dorm, and a  
cathedral ceiling chapel. High 
Island lies on the eastern side of 
Galveston Bay, just inland from the Gulf of Mexico. 
Located on the mainland, High Island's name comes 
from the large salt dome under the area. This salt 
dome raises the elevation of the area to around 38 
feet, giving High Island the highest elevation of any 
point on the Gulf coast. The main route from Houston 
to High Island is to travel  to Galveston, take the ferry 
to Port Bolivar, and then travel east to High Island. 
Matt 5:13, "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt 
has lost its taste (its strength, its quality), how can its 
saltiness be restored?" For a long time, this passage 
confused me because I wondered how salt could 
lose its taste. To understand the deeper meaning 
here, we have to understand the importance of salt in 
Christ’s time. It wasn't only a seasoning, but it was 
also used as pay and, more importantly, as a  
preservative. Remember, there was no refrigeration 
in this period and no other preservatives other than 
spices, of which salt was the only plentiful one. This 
is what made it valuable enough to be used as pay. 
Real salt did not lose its saltiness. It was stable 
enough to be used as a currency. Our word "salary" 
comes from the Latin word for salt. So, when Christ 

says that His people are the "salt 
of the earth", He is saying that 
they are valuable and those He 
describes in the Beatitudes  
preserve what is valuable. As 
salt preserves food, people  
preserve valuable ideas.  
Our decision was simple, go and 
make disciples, taking the idea 
of something being so valuable 

like people and seeking to make a difference and 
bring value to someone who has lost hope. We 
opened the doors this past month sending our  
co-laborers, Mike and Wanda Smith, along with a 
recent graduate, Brandon Berry, to facilitate the HOD 
Program.  
Furthermore, we were honored this past month to 
have a group of teens from White Oak Community 
Church (pictured on cover and below) spend their 
spring break on a mission's trip at our facility, where 
they volunteered in several community projects.  
Continue to pray for us as we embark on this journey 
to recover and restore the most valuable treasure in 
God’s eyes, people. 

New HOD Facility Opens in High Island

A few years back my 
family and I went on 
a cruise. As we were 
approaching port to 
disembark, I climbed 
to the top deck to 
take it all in for one 

last time, but a small boat pulling up 
to our ship caught my attention. The 
boat had the word "Pilot" written on 

the side. A well-dressed man 
jumped onto our cruise liner. I later 
learned that the Captain was not 
guiding the ship into port, it was the 
pilot. Why? Only the pilot knows the 
depths, width and all other factors 
in the waters around the port. The 
pilot can guide it safely home. Isn't 
that what Jesus does for us? One 
of my favorite poems is “Crossing 

the Bar” by Alfred Lord Tennyson. 
The poem brings good imagery to 
this journey we are on in the great 
"sea of life". However, the line that 
touches my heart the most is "I hope 
to see my Pilot face to face." One of 
these glorious days we will stand 
before the Pilot of our lives who pro-
vided and led us safely home. His 
name is Jesus. 

“From The Heart” by Tim Wiseman, Executive Director



We would like to thank Officer 
John Rolls for sharing with our 
residents during Friday Night 
Live (FNL) on March 22nd.  
He shared about issues that 
arise from the homeless popula-
tion and was very gracious with 
his time as he fielded a wide 
spectrum of questions from our 
residents. 

Our HOD residents got the privi-
lege of attending an amazing 
concert at First Baptist Church 
in Longview on March 24. The 
headliners were Francesca Bat-
tistelli and “The Afters”, along 
with special guests “Love and 
the Outcome” and Kyle Sher-
man. They played many hit 
songs and worshipped our Lord. 

A Volunteer Appreciation Cere-
mony will be held on Monday, 
May 20th from 7 to 8 pm in our 
chapel. Refreshments will follow 
in our dining hall. Anyone who 
has volunteered in anyway this 
past year is encouraged to  
attend. This ceremony is in 
recognition of your ongoing and 
invaluable volunteer efforts and 
your commitment to serve  
others. We cannot do ministry 
without you. Thank you for all 
you do. 

Contact us: 
 
House of Disciples: 
www.houseofdisciples.com 
info@houseofdisciples.com 
Phone:  903-553-0952 
Fax:  903-234-2303 
 
Mailing: 
House of Disciples 
P.O.  Box 1207 
Longview, TX 75606 
 
Physical Location: 

House of Disciples  
210 S. Green St.,  
Longview, TX 75601 
 
House of Disciples Band: 
band@houseofdisciples.com 
Bookings: 903-851-9249 

Sunday, April 14 
    Dining Room Dedication - HOD, Longview, TX 
Wed, Apr 17 - Thur, Apr 25 
    HOD Band Mission’s Trip to Latvia 
Friday, April 26 
    Gifts of Grace Resale Store / $5 Fill-A-Bag 
Saturday, April 27 / 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
    Open House / HOD - High Island, TX 
Sunday, April 28 / 12:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
    Grand Opening Celebration / HOD - High Island, TX 

Sunday, May 5 / 6:00 PM 
    HOD Band - Johnston Prison, Winnsboro, TX 
Wed, May 15 (Men) & Thur, May 16 (Women) / 6 PM 
    HOD Band - ETX Treatment Facility, Henderson, TX 
Monday, May 20 / 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
    Volunteer Appreciation, HOD - Longview, TX 
Monday, May 27 / 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
    Milford Swanner Memorial Service, HOD - Longview, TX 
Sunday, May 26 / 12:00 PM 
    HOD Band - Polunsky Prison, Linvingston, TX 

 
On March 18th, Mrs. Meyer 
and her assistants hosted 
the March birthday party for 
our residents. The theme 
was St. Patrick’s Day and 
birthday presents were given 
to Darrell M. and Brandon C.  

The House of Disciples Band 
ministered at five venues this 
past month. On the 1st, they 
ministered to our residents and 
community in the HOD Chapel, 
with 77 people in attendance. 
On the 4th, they ministered at 
the Johnston Prison with 156 
inmates, 2 first-time salvations, 
and 48 rededications. On the 
10th, they ministered at Crystal 
Beach Community Church near 
Galveston with 52 in attend-
ance. On the 20th, they minis-
tered to the male offenders at 
the East Texas Treatment Facil-
ity in Henderson, TX. There 
were 270 inmates, and numer-
ous rededications. The next 
day, they ministered to the  
female offenders at the same 
unit. There were 83 ladies with 
51 rededications. Praise God! 
Also, on March 10th, our minis-
try team toured the Lighthouse 
Charity Team facility (pictured 
below), which is a non-profit 
501c3 organization that pro-

vides equipment and volunteer 
labor to prepare meals to raise 
funds for charitable organiza-
tions and those in need.  What a 
great concept!    
Praise Report:  Recently, a 
band member was shopping 
when she was approached by a 
man and his family. This man 
recognized her from his time 
incarcerated at a prison where 
the band ministers. He told her 
that he rededicated his life to 
Christ at our band event, and 
now that he is on the outside, he 
and his family have been at-
tending church regularly. To 
God be the glory! That is why 
we do what we do!  

We would like to thank everyone 
who provided a scheduled meal 
and/or served our men in 
March.  Thanks goes to: Elsie 
Spurlock & friends; Tuesday 
Men’s Bible Study Group; Joe 
Harper, Connie & Haley; Sereni-
ty Church, New Beginnings - 
Gideons; Junior League; John 
Ferrell and Ron White. If your 
group would like to serve an 
evening meal to our residents, 
please feel free to contact the 
office to get on the schedule.  

HOD SOFTBALL: 
SPRING SEASON is here! 
Games are held every 
Tuesday night at Hinsley 
Park. Come out and show 
your support.  
      04-02      9:45 PM 
      04-09      6:45 PM 
      04-16      6:45 PM 
      04-23      7:45 PM 
      04-30      9:45 PM 
      05-07      6:45 PM 

John & Connie 

Tuesday Men’s Bible Study Group 

 
A Dedication Service for our 
newly remodeled Dining 
Room has been scheduled 
for Sunday, April 14 from 
12:30 pm to 1:30 pm. We 
would like to honor First 
Baptist Church - Longview 
for all their generosity and 
hard work.  


